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http://www.gwsp.org/products/water-in-the-anthropocene-video.html 



  Humans are changing the global water 

system in a globally-significant way 
  

without…..adequate knowledge of the 
system and thus its response to change 

 

CENTRAL TENET OF THE GWSP (ca. 2004) 

 



Examples of What GWSP Achieved 

• Promoted the legitimacy of fully global scale 

perspectives, not only from the biogeophysics 

but also human dimensions 
 

From: Vörösmarty et al., 2005 

Extreme fraction of human population 

served by renewable water resources 

generated by the driest half of the planet 



Examples of What GWSP Achieved 

• Forwarded and studied the notion of gloďal 
water governance 

 



Examples of What GWSP Achieved 

•  Extended the dialogue about water and global 

change beyond climate alone 

Water-Poverty-Food Security Mapping  

(GWSP-CGIAR-CEH-CIESIN) 

 

 

Biodiversity-Human Water Security Analysis 

(GWSP-DIVERSITAS) 

 

 



Examples of What GWSP Achieved 

•  Developed high profile data products and 

services to the community  

    (GWSP Digital Water ATLAS: atlas.gwsp.org) 
 

e.g., Community-developed Global Reservoir and  

                          and Dam (GRanD) database  

(n>6000, ~80% global storage)   





NEXUS Studies Help Propel Design of 

New Global Water Programme 

GIVEN: 

-- strong push from policy in 

framing Nexus debate and 

seeking solutions  

-- NEXUS problems have 

many connections, no 

simple solutions, multi-

level and multi-scale 

-- scientists require 

frameworks to rise to the 

challenge 

 

GWSP research was fundamentally interdisciplinary and NEXUS-

oriented at its core, yet framework is needed for next stage: solutions 



   Looking forward… 

   The Sustainable Water Futures Programme:  

  A solutions-oriented legacy of the GWSP  
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through observation-based 

metrics and indicators 



   Looking forward… 

   The Sustainable Water Futures Programme:  

  A solutions-oriented legacy of the GWSP  

Flexible SWFP framework enables strategically important 

water-relevant problems/solutions to be addressed: 

   FULLY               REGIONALLY          FOCUSED 

      GLOBAL            SIGNIFICANT             TOPICS 

• SDGs-as-NEXUS* 

• Global Trade Policies 

• Support to UN  

  Conventions 

• NEXUS Trade-offs 

• Climate adaptation  

• Combating water-      
  borne disease 

• Optimizing irrigation 

• Urban water 
• Assessment of regional    

 energy mix (e.g., 

fracking)   

* Full suite, not just drinking water & sanitation 

• Opportunistic 

  collaborations 

• Support to NGOs,  

  gvts, private sector 

• Technology   

  development  



•   Work to develop integrated water data products, indicators & 

metrics, for biogeophysics AND the social sciences                       (e.g. 

WEF nexus issues; water-related SDGs) 

 

Example: Implementation Tracking of Interventions, 

Investments & Policies Requires Observations 

•  Continue designing agenda and 

priorities for the water program of 

Group on Earth Observations (GEO) 



A new ͞Đlient 
ďase͟ for “WFP’s 
knowledge 

products and a 

model for 

private-sector 

engagement 

Example of Opportunistic Focus Topic:   
Reversing global syndrome of sedimentation problems on  

ecosystems and infrastructure investment 



Welcome to all! 
 

…and thank you to all 
of the institutions, 

and sponsors and 

individuals who have 

made this possible 

 

Particular thanks go to 

Anik Bhaduri 

 Sina Marx 

 Anna Schürkmann 

Lynn Schüller      Talin 

Holtermann 

 at the GWSP IPO 

here in Bonn. 



Thank you! 

 

        Additional information at: www.gwsp.org 
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